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Response to Request for Reconsideration 

This is in response to a request for reconsideration file January 7 th , 2005. Claims 1-17 are 

being reconsidered in this action. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hart, HI et al 
(U.S. PGPub no. 2001/0037465) in view of Rowe et al (US PGPub No. 2005/0060759). 

4. As per claims 1, Hart III et al teach a computer implemented method to target 
advertisement to be sent along with encrypted digital content (see abstract, paragraphs 0048, 
0052), the method comprising accepting an end user request from an end user for delivery of an 
encrypted digital content (see paragraphs 0009, 0010) determining using verification system 
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during payment clearing, a payment clearing address {determining customer information 
including address) of the end user device based upon the payment account {see paragraphs 
0051-0053). Hart III et al fail to teach an inventive concept of associating one or more pieces of 
advertisement with the content if the payment clearing address is in a predetermined geographic 
region. However, Rowe et al teach an inventive concept of associating one or more pieces of 
advertisement with the content if the payment clearing address is in a predetermined geographic 
region {see paragraphs 0196). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hart III et al's inventive concept to include 
Rowe et al's concept associating one or more pieces of advertisement with the content if the 
payment clearing address is in a predetermined geographic region because this would have 
provided a method/system to providing a targeted on-line advertisement to a user accessing a 
content provider node of the system specify each user who is entitled to the advertisement. 

5. As per claims 2, Hart III et al teach a method wherein the step of associating the one or 
more pieces of advertisement includes associating advertisement with the encrypted digital 
content if the address verification system returns an address in a predetermined geographic 
region and one or more usage conditions for the encrypted digital content authorizes the 
advertisement to be associated with the geographical region of the end user device requesting the 
encrypted digital content {see paragraphs 0051-0053). 

6. As per claims 3, Hart III et al teach a method further comprising determining an IP 
address of the end user device requesting delivery of the encrypted digital content, and wherein 
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the step of associating the one or more pieces of advertisement includes associating 
advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the address verification system returns an 
address in a predetermi ned geographic region or if the IP address of the end user device is in a 
predetermined geographic region (see paragraphs 0051-0053). 

1. As per claims 4, Hart III et al teach a method further comprising determining an IP 
address of the end user device requesting delivery of the encrypted digital content, and wherein 
the step of associating the one or more pieces of advertisement includes associating 
advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the address verification system returns an 
address in a predetermined geographic region and if the IP address of the end user device is in a 
predetermined geographic region (see paragraphs 0047, 0049, 0048). 

8. As per claims 5, Rowe et al teach a method wherein determining an IP address of the end 
user device includes at least one of the following sub-steps: querying one or more IP addresses in 
IP databases provided by third parties; checking one or more country codes found in the trace 
routes to the IP address being determined; and using preassigned country allocations for class C 
DP addresses (see paragraphs 0196). 

9. As per claims 6, Rowe et al teach a method wherein determining an IP address of the end 
user device includes computing a confidence for the IP address comprising the sub-steps of: 
querying the IP address; and checking one or more country codes found in the trace routes; 
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wherein after the confidence of is computed, the confidence is determined against other IP 
addresses returned for the geographic region being determined (see paragraphs 0196). 

10. As per claims 7, 13 and 17, Hart HI et al teach a computer implemented method of 
content authoring site for advertisement to be sent along with content (see abstract, paragraphs 
0048, 0052)), the method comprising accepting an end user request from an end user for delivery 
of an encrypted digital content (see paragraphs 0009, 0010) determining using verification 
system during payment clearing, a payment clearing address (determining customer information 
including address) of the end user device based upon the payment account (see paragraphs 
0051-0053). Hart III, et al fail to teach receiving at a processor a geographic region for 
presenting advertisement associated with content setting on or more conditions for the 
advertisement associated with the digital content, wherein the conditions are selected from a 
group of conditions consisting of a time period when the advertisement is presented the number 
of times the advertisement is presented, whether the printing of coupons and other offers is 
permitted, and whether the sending of advertisement from the end user device receiving the 
advertisement to another end user device is permitted. However, Rowe teach receiving at a 
processor a geographic region for presenting advertisement associated with content (see 
paragraphs 0196) setting on or more conditions for the advertisement associated with the digital 
content, wherein the conditions are selected from a group of conditions consisting of a time 
period when the advertisement is presented (see paragraphs 0196), the number of times the 
advertisement is presented, whether the printing of coupons and other offers is permitted, and 
whether the sending of advertisement from the end user device receiving the advertisement to 
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another end user device is permitted {see paragraphs 0196). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hart in et 
al's inventive concept to include Rowe et al's concept teach receiving at a processor a 
geographic region for presenting advertisement associated with content setting on or more 
conditions for the advertisement associated with the digital content, wherein the conditions are 
selected from a group of conditions consisting of a time period when the advertisement is 
presented the number of times the advertisement is presented, whether the printing of coupons 
and other offers is permitted, and whether the sending of advertisement from the end user device 
receiving the advertisement to another end user device is permitted because this would have 
provided a method/system to providing a targeted on-line advertisement to a user accessing a 
content provider node of the system specify each user who is entitled to the advertisement. 

11. As per claims 8, 9 and 14, Hart HI, et al teach an inventive concept wherein a user 
requests the delivery of encrypted digital content {see {see abstract, paragraphs 0048, 0052). 
Hart III et al fail to teach method of an online store to target advertisement to be sent along with 
content the method comprising the steps of: determining an IP address of an end user device 
requesting delivery of the content by performing querying one or more IP addresses in EP 
databases provided by third parties checking one or more country codes found in the trace routes 
to the IP address being determined, and using preassigned country allocations for class C IP 
addresses; and associating one or more pieces of advertisement if the geographical location of 
the end user device is in a predetermined geographic region. However, Rowe et al teach a 
method of an online store to target advertisement to be sent along with content {see abstract, figs 
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1-5), the method comprising the steps of: determining an IP address of an end user device 
requesting delivery of the content by performing querying one or more IP addresses in IP 
databases provided by third parties (see abstract, figs 1-5) checking one or more country codes 
found in the trace routes to the IP address being determined, (see paragraphs 0047, 0049, 136- 
139) and using preassigned country allocations for class C IP addresses and associating one or 
more pieces of advertisement if the geographical location of the end user device is in a 
predetermined geographic region (see paragraphs 0047, 0049, 136-139). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Hart in et al's inventive concept to include Rowe et al's inventive concept because this 
would have provided a method/system to specify each user who is entitled to the service the 
provider intends to provide, and prevent eavesdroppers from connecting themselves to the 
information transmission path and stealing service information (information steal protection). 

12. As per claims 10, Rowe et al teach a method wherein the programming instruction of 
associating the one or more pieces of advertisement includes associating advertisement with the 
encrypted digital content if the EP address of the end user device returns an address in a 
predetermined geographic region and one or more usage conditions for the encrypted digital 
content authorizes the advertisement to be associated with the geographical region of the end 
user device requesting the encrypted digital content (see paragraphs 0196). 

13. As per claims 1 1, Hart III et al teach a method wherein further comprising the instruction 
of: determining a credit card clearing address of the end user using an address verification 
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system, wherein an end user sends a request via the end user device for the delivery of encrypted 
digital content; and wherein the programming instruction of determining an IP address of the end 
user device requesting delivery of the encrypted digital content, and wherein the programming 
instruction of associating the one or more pieces of advertisement includes associating 
advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the IP address is in a predetermined 
geographic region or if the address verification system returns an the IP address of the end user 
device is in a predetermined geographic region {see paragraphs 0047 f 0049, 136-139) 

14. As per claims 12, Hart III et al teach a method wherein. The computer readable medium 
of claim 9, further comprising the instruction of: determining a credit card clearing address of the 
end user using an address verification system, wherein an end user sends a request via the end 
user device for the delivery of encrypted digital content; and wherein the programming 
instruction of determining an IP address of the end user device requesting delivery of the 
encrypted digital content, and wherein the programming instruction of associating the one or 
more pieces of advertisement includes associating advertisement with the encrypted digital 
content if the IP address is in a predetermined geographic region and if the address verification 
system returns an the IP address of the end user device is in a predetermined geographic region 
{see paragraphs 0047, 0049 \ 136-139). 

15. As per claims 15, Rowe et al teach an information processing system includes associating 
advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the IP address of the end user device returns 
an address in a predetermined geographic region and one or more usage conditions for the 
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encrypted digital content authorizes the advertisement to be associated with the geographical 
region of the end user device requesting the encrypted digital content (see paragraphs 0196). 

16. As per claims 16, Rowe et al teach an information processing system includes associating 
advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the IP address of the end user device returns 
an address in a predetermined geographic region and one or more usage conditions for the 
encrypted digital content authorizes the advertisement to be associated with the geographical 
region of the end user device requesting the encrypted digital content (see paragraphs 0196). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Firmin Backer whose telephone number is (703) 305-0624. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (703) 305-9768. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (tollJree). 
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